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Chairman and Committee Members,

| am a Programme Officer at PathFinders. PathFinders is a Hong Kong-registered charity. We work to ensure
that the most vulnerable children born in Hong Kong, and their migrant mothers, are respected and
protected. Since PathFinders’ beginning in 2007, we have helped almost 4,400 babies and their migrant
mothers.

PathFinders welcomes the newly elected Chief Executive’s commitment to set up a Children’s Commission.
To ensure that every child in Hong Kong is fully protected through the Commission, we recommend that its
composition and operation be guided by the following principles:

First, Hong Kong Children’s Commission should ensure that the rights of all children located in Hong Kong
are protected. The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child sets out the basic rights that every
child is entitled to. Yet among the babies PathFinders has assisted are many who, because of their mother’s
immigration status, have no access to key basic rights including, medical and social welfare, identity
documents, immunizations, and humanitarian support such as food, shelter and clothing. These babies do
not choose the situation they were born into and yet current government policies and guidelines fail to
protect them. There is no safety net for these children and they are overlooked and unsupported by society.

Second, the Children’s Commission should be a statutory body, independent of government. The
Commission should be able independently to review all relevant law and policy relating to children and to
conduct independent investigations into complaints and allegations of all types of abuse from children, their
carers, relevant professionals and third parties.

Third, the Children’s Commission should act as a forum not only for the views of all children in Hong Kong
but also for those working in the children’s sector including teachers, NGOs and other professionals. In
PathFinders’ experience, the absence of effective channels to consult and communicate directly with
children and relevant professionals, can too often lead to the needs of the most vulnerable children and
especially those in care, being overlooked. For children in care whose parents are unable safely to parent
them yet refuse consent for permanency planning, the consequences can be heartbreaking. Pathfinders’
children have been left in orphanages or foster homes without stable primary care givers, familial love and
care for years on end. These long spells in institutional care have a strong negative impact on the child’s
social, emotional and psychological wellbeing. An independent Children’s Commission should listen and work
with the whole children’s sector to ensure that no child is overlooked or forgotten.

The Hong Kong Children’s Commission should be guided by, and be able to implement, the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). Its establishment and operation should be in accordance with
principles of “the role of independent human rights institutions in the protection and promotion of the rights
of the child”. Every child born in Hong Kong should be respected and protected.

Thank you.

PathFinders ensures that the most vulnerable children in Hong Kong, and their migrant mothers, are respected and protected. PathFinders
Limited is incorporated in Hong Kong CR No. 1289039 and is an approved charitable institution under s88 of the Inland Revenue Ordinance,
file no. 91/10272. PathFinders is listed on WiseGiving.


mailto:info@pathfinders.org.hk
http://www.pathfinders.org.hk/

5500 5486 23932422

F | n d e rS info@pathfinders.org.hk

2 pathfinders.org.hk
I All Children Matter 2D Worldwide Centre

123 Tung Chau Street, Tai Kok Tsui
Kowloon, Hong Kong

T AERRA AL,

FAR PathFinders WEIH H 34T, PathFinders {RA SR MHBE 28 H 0,  FRHLWEU 1 CRIG A 5 H T IBE 55 24
LB [F) A H A M A5 0515 21 A W 2 o (R O P . AR R 2007 AR BIEREIA-H, S BT YU i 1#
2,28 [] 45 H W & 25 405

RAEAT BUR B MRS W R e oL S B 5 2 B S A NIA, PathFinders s, L& IEME 6%
SEHAIEIERER A E, Hot @R 8 g s RDE (g LL T A

o, RAGBARESTBIA REMEN. BEBR CLEENAK) CEUMEL, HE5LEE
WEEAEANME. (HIR PathFinders WABNIEME/NITAC, AEHIATAEAT B8t [RIAL & 4R B, A7 B ot W] S A
T, S8R, . EMEINARER QU S, MEUN BB R 5 5] 3O 6
FRAEE . (B R AT e RbR, Yok & R s 55 .

B, RAGEZMNTEBUMN, RS MEMBUG T & 8w SR s et A G AR B WA
IR, ML aig | i, B . AR SN L R IR B HEREESess s  S AR R U RE L S 1
HIF o

F=, ZREERILZESERENA RERER, R MR R R 6 t RS il g
FERS, BFEH. JEBUMHERS. [FIHAMBZEN L. WR PathFinders WEASHRALM, HHABUN B = A 20k
R FVIEIRIE, RAEEEZELE RE MR ERANLBER, 22555 i mM R R yot & 848, 5
i R MM AR MR e R /N A A AR CUAEAT BE ) BB SCREME AT, B RRTH/ D AWER AR . W
BN NI AR R MR A, ATERE BRI R, AT X EWE R 2, AT RIEWEH &), B0, R
B ARE &, BHMEMMEAE TR ) TR MR A O P SRR AR 2 AR —(E S R B R A b
ZALL SE B A LM 2 Y %, TIPS SO BE R o, B ORATAE AT S AR & A

BRI A (REEMAK) JREBUFZ —, BZU (AK) FWRER, wOLRESE—(F WA
FERLAK, H P ATl IRPE A T S A LR 2l

ET P

PathFinders ensures that the most vulnerable children in Hong Kong, and their migrant mothers, are respected and protected. PathFinders
Limited is incorporated in Hong Kong CR No. 1289039 and is an approved charitable institution under s88 of the Inland Revenue Ordinance,
file no. 91/10272. PathFinders is listed on WiseGiving.


mailto:info@pathfinders.org.hk
http://www.pathfinders.org.hk/

